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these men are fathers too. Discontent with fathers
has increasingly been privatised within feminist

discourse; Daddy Issues h:

been relegated to the
realm of personal prcblemsTYe[ fathers wield
troubling power, whether they like it or not, and
whether they claim or disown the patriarchal role
history has given them. Valerie Solanas, in her
SCUM Manifesto of 1967, wrote that ‘the old-
fashioned ranting, raving brute is preferable’ to the
‘modern, “civilized” father’, as the brute is ‘so
ridiculous he can be easily despised’. Many men,
perhaps aided by the saccharine cadences of
advertising, and buoyed by the admiring
compliments of strangers, are learning how to be
better Daddies. But if we really want to think
through the perpetuation of violence towards
women, and towards all those deemed inferior in the
hierarchy of masculine power, then we have to
honour Solanas’ thought. We need to keep the

modern, civilised father on the hook.





