What Men Think About Your Virginity
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Imagine you are dating a guy who doesn't know that you are a virgin. Everything is going well until, one
night, he starts to push things past the limits of your sexual comfort zone. After a quick battle in your
conscience, you stop him and reluctantly tell him "I can't..." followed by an apologetic, blush-filled
explanation about how you were raised, how hard it is to constantly disappoint men, and how difficult it
is to live with the fear of being "found out" by your friends. He is a little bit surprised at the news
initially, but he says that it isn't a big deal. He even seems sincere when he tells you how much he
admires your decision and sometimes wishes that he'd stayed a virgin too. However, in the next few days,
his contact and initiative plummet. Before long he stops talking to you altogether. You are confused. You
understand that men want sex, but this guy seemed different...
Sound familiar?
Of course, there are many variations on this story. Maybe you wanted to sleep with him, but something
made him suspicious, and he asked if you were a virgin before anything happened. Or maybe you made it
clear that you really didn't want to stay a virgin, but that you just needed a little longer together before
having sex. Or maybe you actually asked him to sleep with you, right then and there, because you were
fed up with being a virgin and figured you might as well lose it with him as with the next guy. However it
happened for you, the result was probably the same: he disappeared.
You've probably assumed that men act this way for one or more of the following reasons:
1. They think it will be too much work to sleep with you,
2. They are "weirded out" by the fact that you've never had sex,
3. They don't want to "suffer" through your inexperience.
For some men, a combination of these things will play a role in their decision, but usually it will be a
minor one. If you are hot enough, men won't give up very easily at all - particularly players, who know
that women often say no at first, only to give in soon afterwards. No man is "weirded out" by the idea of
virginity to the point that it would actually prevent him from enjoying sex. And although sex might not be
as great with a virgin as with a more experienced girl, few if any men have so many women at their
fingertips that they can afford to discriminate based solely on anticipated performance. There is
something deeper at work.
The primary reason that most men disappear after learning you are a virgin is simple but often
overlooked: men don't want the responsibility of taking your virginity. Rightly or wrongly, men assume
that in proportion to how long you've remained a virgin, your experience losing it will be "a big deal," and
something that you want to do within the context of a serious relationship - even if you tell them
otherwise. Men aren't afraid of or "weirded out" by your virginity; they are wary of the expectations that
will accompany taking it from you.
It should go without saying that the men who are going to be most turned off by expectations or
responsibility are the ones who know, in the back of their minds (or the forefront), that there isn't
potential for a relationship. If a man really likes you, your virginity will not be impediment to dating. He
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will not balk at the idea of waiting until you are in a committed relationship (or possibly longer) for sex.
In this sense, your virginity can actually serve as a good filtering mechanism for avoiding men who aren't
interested in anything serious.
There are limits to this phenomenon, however. Once inside a committed relationship, even a man with the
best intentions is likely to be put off if his girlfriend insists on waiting until marriage for sex. The
convenient reality in these cases, however, is that the few women who insist on waiting until marriage are
probably most compatible with the few men who are also willing to wait until marriage. So if you really
believe that prolonged virginity or abstinence until marriage is important, consider this belief a filtering
mechanism - no man without similar beliefs will be willing to wait that long.
It is also worth pointing out that men will be somewhat less scrupulous about taking a younger girl's
virginity. Because younger girls haven't been virgins for as long, men (even young men) will assume that
the girls care less about giving it away. Although there isn't a strict age cutoff for this assumption, it falls
somewhere between 20 and 22. Before 20, almost no guy will be surprised at a girl's virginity. After 22,
almost all men will assume that a girl's virginity is intentional. Keep in mind that the average age at which
American girls reportedly lose their virginity is 17.
Also keep in mind that being surprised that a girl is still a virgin is not the same as thinking that she is
"weird" because of it. I considered writing a paragraph explaining the age at which men will think a
woman is "weird" for still being a virgin (since I know that some women worry about this), but in the
process of trying to pinpoint that age, I realize two things: (a) there really isn't one, and (b) you shouldn't
care anyway.
To conclude: men who disappear after learning you are a virgin wouldn't have stuck around in the long
run anyway, and they certainly don't disappear because they are lazy or feel awkward about your
inexperience. They are simply unwilling to deal with the moral hangover or relationship pressure of
taking you through such an "important" event in your life, then walking away afterwards. And they will
avoid doing so even if it means foregoing easy or guaranteed-STD-free sex. So if a guy disappears on you
after you tell him about your virginity, don't feel the need go and to lose it at the next opportunity; just be
glad you dodged a bullet.
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