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Less Masculine = More Feminine
The Rules Revisited | 4 March, 2013 | by Andrew

I pulled the following statement from the comments of the post The Analogy Between Confidence and
Beauty:

So I had a revelation about a few weeks ago...and it pertains almost exactly to this post. I'm a
confident 7, well-spoken girl but have always wondered why I'm having such issues with
attracting the right type of guys when I have such a well-rounded personality. So I started to
experiment with how I acted around guys. I became more feminine, I would act more sweet, talk
less, be less witty or sarcastic and it was crazy how many more guys came flocking to me. It was
kind of disheartening though that I had to become this demure thing to attract more guys. I felt
like I was compromising myself, and at times not even being myself because I had to bite my
tongue so much and watch what I said. I don't want to be a bobblehead airhead girl, but it
seems as though that's what guys want. How do I attract the men I want without compromising
myself?

I want to share my response, because I have had similar questions from other readers, and it is an
important point for any woman trying to understand her feminine self in the modern world:

You only think of behaving in a more feminine manner as "compromising yourself" because
you've been conditioned to think of your personal value in purely masculine terms. But why is it
"compromising" to be MORE feminine? You are too fixated on the fact that you are being LESS
masculine. Yes, you are LESS ambitious, LESS witty, LESS assertive; but why think of these
changes in negative terms? What about the fact that you've become MORE receptive, or MORE
radiant, sweetER, or MORE beautiful?

Men and women are two halves of a whole: one typically active (male) and one typically
passive (female). But neither one is more important or better than the other, any more than an
electrical plug and socket - which are typically referred to as "male" and "female" - are more
or less important when it comes to conveying electricity.

It is only because "success" in our society is defined in masculine terms that you feel like you
have reduced or compromised yourself as a person by this change. So instead of considering
what you've subtracted or "repressed" by being LESS male, focus on what you've added or
improved by being MORE female.

There is one more important point here: even though the "bobblehead airhead girl" gets good responses
from men, this doesn't mean that she therefore represents the ideal of femininity that men seek. Men
prefer her because there are elements of the "bobblehead" that they like: her carefree spirit, her flirtiness,
her willingness to be led, her cheerfulness, etc. Her characteristic stupidity and lack of substance are
things that men merely tolerate in order to experience the feminine qualities that they desire so deeply -
that is, the qualities that men do not typically have in themselves and cannot get from masculine women.

If this seems unfair or counter-intuitive, consider that women behave similarly in their selection of men:
they often tolerate insensitivity, excessive pride or stubbornness (i.e. they date "assholes") only because
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these qualities are unfortunately common in most of the men who have the masculine qualities that they
want: strength, aggression, unshakable confidence, ambition, etc. - in other words, the qualities that
women do not typically have in themselves and cannot get from feminine men.
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