Percentage of US population over 15 who were married by sex
and race, 1950â2017
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I decided to take another crack at the marital status data by race and ethnicity that I shared on Friday.
Instead of creating multiple charts for each group, I charted all groups at once, only tracking the percent
married value. I still ended up with two different charts however, because for Blacks and Whites the data
goes all the way back to 1950, while for Asians and Hispanics there is only data going back to 1990.
Here is the Black and White data going back to 1950:

I had no idea that:
1. Black and White marriage rates started out so close. Note that in 1950 White men were only 4%
more likely than Black men to be married, and the same was true for White vs Black women.
2. The deterioration of the Black family was already in full swing in the 1950s. It would be
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interesting to see what social policy changes were underway in the 1950s that might explain this. I
suspect there were precursor changes to how illegitimacy was legally handled, as well as welfare
policies encouraging single motherhood. It would also help to see the data on Black out of wedlock
birth rates, but the data for Blacks is missing until 1969.
At any rate, it is clear that the modern view of marriage has been a catastrophe for Black families.
Here is the same chart, but starting from 1990 and including Asians and Hispanics:

Note that for Whites and Blacks, men are more likely to be married than women. Yet this is reversed for
Asians and Hispanics. Notice also that Asian marriage rates are very nearly as high in 2017 as they were
in 1990, while the same figures have dropped for all other races. Lastly, as I’ve pointed out before, the
data for Hispanics is deceptive because first generation Hispanics have very low divorce rates, but native
born Hispanics have divorce rates comparable to Blacks. Given the pattern we’ve seen with marriage
rates declining where the risk of divorce is highest, I would expect Hispanic marriage rates to fall
dramatically over the coming decades.
Notes on the charts:
When I broke out the races the lines for Black, Asian, and Hispanic looked like EKG lines. My
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assumption is the off census samples are too small to break out the data this way. For consistency I
used only census year data* for all races, with the exception of 2017. To see what the charts would
look like with off census year data included, see here and here.
All of the data in the first chart is in line with Figure 2 on page 63 here, with the exception of 2010
data. I have no idea why the 2010 values differ.
*Edit: I see from the source data that the number of interviews appears roughly the same on census years
as off census years. So the census year data appears to be just as noisy as off year data.
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